THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

Luftwaffe to drive the Royal Air Force out of the air
occurred on August 15 and September 15. The
Nazis evidently wished to make us believe that a
landing was to be attempted in August; this may
have been either a single or a double bluff, the pur-
pose in the latter case being to create the state of
apprehension by which the success of an invasion
would have been facilitated. At any rate a number
of parachutes were found lying in various parts of
this country a day or two before August 15, and it
was at first reported that German soldiers had been
dropped. Later, it was found that many of the para-
chutes had not even been unfolded and had simply
been dumped in the packed state out of enemy air-
craft. No parachute soldiers were landed.
The Reality of the Threat
Doubt has been cast upon the reality of the threat
of invasion at any date. It has been suggested that
the vast preparations made for it were only the
cloak for operations which were meanwhile being
planned for other theatres, that they were designed
to retain in Britain forces which might have been
transferred to the Middle East or elsewhere, or con-
ceivably that they were merely a form of the 'war of
nerves'. Possibly, but that has not been the view of
our Government, and the Government must have
had better information than its critics. Ministers
have warned the country repeatedly that the threat
of invasion was a serious one against which all pos-
sible precautions must be taken. All the prepara-
,tions for invasion on a great scale were steadily
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